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MEETINGS 


IN-PERSON: Doors open at 6:30 p.m., meeting starts 7 p.m., at the Rockmosa Older Adult O 
Centre (Library building) at 121 Rockmosa Street (near corner Christie Street and Main Street), N 
North Wellington Road 27, Rockwood, On. NoB 2Ko. 


SAVE THE WEDNESDAY DATE 


NO MEETINGS January and February Cc 
October 4", 2023: IN-PERSON ONLY ea O 
I 

N 
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Peter Becker, UPDATED Presentation: 
Collecting Centennial Medallions 


’ NEXT MEETING \ 


Important Notice: Our meeting room and multi-media system are not conducive to an effective 
hybrid in-person and zoom meeting; therefore, all meetings commencing with our September 
7th, 2022, meeting, will be IN-PERSON only! We are sorry for any inconvenience this may cause 
any remote members. 


Future meeting dates: October 4th, November 1st, December 6; 2024— March 6*, April 34, May 
1st, June 5th, July 39, etc. 
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Visit us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/swcoinsociety 


https://www.southwellingtoncoinsociety.ca/ 
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South Wellington Coin Society wring Aberfoyle, Aikensill, Alma, Arius, Arkell, Avmatrong Mill, Arthur, Badenoch, Ballnafad, Birge Wille, 


2023 Annual Membership Dues: Guelph Saturday Coin Show 
ae 2023-September 23"4 VOLUNTEERS 
Junior (14 to age 18) $5 NEEDED, CONTACT MIKE 
Under 14 Free 


SWCS has NEVER increased annual dues! SWCS EXECI ITIVE 


Term of Office: July 1, 2021—June 30, 2024 (3 yrs.) 


Board of Directors (elected) 
Chairman / Director: Scott E. Douglas, 


Directors: Peter Becker, Ernie Blair, David Carpenter, 


\ e. Garry George, Lowell Wierstra 
Ne: — Officers (elected) 
SS 2 5 ‘ [President & VPs are key holders] 


President-Membership-Treasurer: Scott Douglas, 
sdouglas333@gmail.com, 519-853-3812 


lS a ; © ist Vice-President: Mike Hollingshead, FONA, 
fi: 4 Pr ; a 73 cholling@uoguelph.ca, 519-823-2646 
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2nd Vice-President: Ernie Blair, 
elholdings795 @gmail.com, 

519-919-5421 (cell) / 905-878-3003 (land) 
Secretary: Judy Blackman, YCCC1985@gmail.com 
Other Non-Elected IMPORTANT Club Roles 
Newsletter / Flyer Distribution: Linda Dorey-Blair 
ALL Multi-Media Needs & Photographer: anybody 


ALL Draws and Membership Meeting Notes: 
Mike Hollingshead / Scott Douglas 


Show Bourse: Mike Hollingshead and Lowell Wierstra 


Social Media Presence / Technology: David Carpenter 
Social Media Show Advertising: Andrew Fedora 


Auction Chairperson: Lowell Wierstra 


Auctioneers: Mike Hollingshead and Scott Douglas 
Auction Runners: available executive and other members. 


Meeting Room Set-up and Clean-up: 
All members present 


Ow 


Palmerston, Pethestan, Pilkington, Puslinek, Puslinch Lake, Rivexstan, Raekeut, Rockwood, Rothery, Taligate, Wet Gaageaxc, 
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Membership-Treasurer Contact: 
Scott Douglas, SWCS Membership-Treasurer 
273 Mill St. E., Acton, On. L7J 1J7, 

Ph: (519) 853-3812, 
E-mail: sdouglas333@gmail.com 
etransfer payments accepted 


Newsletter Editor 


E-mail: YCCC1985@gmail.com 


Send pictures in jpg, files in doc, xls, 
pdf, wpd, or email body. Submissions 
due by 10th of the month. 
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UPCOMING 2023-2024 EVENTS 


Check https://canadiancoinnews.com/events/ for any cancellations, changes in venue, and pandemic protocols to be adhered to. 


01-Oct: Oshawa & District Coin Club’s COIN-A-RAMA, Lviv Hall & Plonka, phone 416-505-7999, email leszekp@rogers.com, 

Pavilion, Oshawa, 38 lviv St., Oshawa, L1H 3C3 (air- website http://www.troyakclub.com. 

conditioned, handicap-accessible). Hours 9-4. Free admission, 

free parking, free dealer and membership draws, plus new free 27-28-Jan. (2-days): CAND 2024 Annual Convention & Coin 

hourly public draws. Mini-auction at 2PM. Contact Sharon Mac- Show, Sheraton Hamilton Hotel, 116 King St. W., Hamilton, 

lean, phone 905-728-1352 or email papman@bell.net. ON L8P 4V3, Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 10-3, Sat. Admission $5 and 
Sun. Admission is free. Early-Bird Admission has been discon- 

21-Oct **NEW DATE**: Stratford Coin Club 61st Annual Coin — tinued. In alliance with the RCNA, there will be a Youth Table. 

Show, Quality Inn, 1144 Ontario Street, Stratford, ON, NOK 1JO0. Contact: Mike Walsh, phone 289-969-1711, email 

Hours 9:30-3. Admission $3 (under 16 free). Contact: Larry mwalsh@trajan.ca, website http://cand.org. 


Walker, phone 519-271-3352, email Iswalker@cyg.net. , 
Note: there are other shows in Canada and USA, we have only 


28-29-Oct (2-days): TOREX®- Canada’s National Coin Show & listed the events, most likely to interest SWCS members from 
Auctions—61st Anniversary, Crowne Plaza Toronto Airport Hotel, 9 8e08raphic standpoint. Find more at | 


33 Carlson Court, Toronto M9W 6H5. Hours Sat 10-5 (4pm https://canadiancoinnews.com/events/ 
draw for Specimen Coin Set) and Sun 10-3 (2PM draw for 
Specimen Coin Set). Admission $5 (under 16 free when ONGOING ON-LINE EVENTS 


accompanied by an adult). Contact Brian Smith, phone 
416-705-5348, email brian@torex.net, website  http:// 


Ontario Numismatic Association’s Speakeasy: Every month on 
www.torex.net. 


the first Monday (until July 4th, 2022) at 7PM (Eastern Stand- 
i i i : th nd 
O5-Nov **SUNDAY & NEW LOCATION**: Scarborough Coin “Sin ung nepea li rn cenne tne Aaah ketianiGh 
Club 25th Annual Coin Show, Cedarbrook Community Centre, 91 Join Zoom Meeting: https://usOGweb.zoom.us/ 
: y apie j/95877431724?pwd=dWtDMmFVYIR1ISjNTMzVtalZxTVpDQTO9 
Eastpark Blvd., Scarborough, ON M1H 1C6, 9-3. free admission Meeting ID: 958 7743 1724 Passcode: 382388 See phone numbers 
and draws. First time the SCC has held a show on a Sunday, _ below. ZOOM -Dial by your location: Canada—204 272 7920, 438 
and at the same location as its membership meetings. Bourse 809 7799, 587 328 1099, 647 374 4685, 647 558 0588, and 778 
and club table. Contact Dick Dunn, phone 905-509-1146 or 907 2071. USA— 346 248 7799, 408 638 0968, 646 876 9923, 
email coms@rogers.com, website http:// 669 900 6833, 253 215 8782, 301 715 8592, and 312 626 6799. 


www.scarboroughcoinclub.ca/. 


12-Nov: Windsor Coin Club 72™4 Annual Fall Coin Show, Caboto 
Club, 1275 Parent Avenue, Windsor, ON N8X 4K2, 9-3, free 
admissions, door prize draws, and parking. Contact: Margaret 
Clarke, phone 519-735-0727, email mtclarke@mnnsi.net, web- 
site https://www.windsorcoinclub.com/. 


18-Nov **NEW LOCATION**: Peterborough Coin Club Coin Fourth Wednie 
Show, Westdale United Church, 1509 Sherbrooke St., Peterbor- 
ough, ON K9H 6J3, 9:30-3, $2 admission, free hourly draws 
and parking. Coin displays voted on by the Public. Contact: Nigel 
Mackey, phone 289-685-0092, email nigelmack- 
ey201@outlook.com, social media https://www.facebook.com/ 


PeterboroughCoinClub. Link: https://zoom.us/j/91590360858 


Meeting ID: 9159 036 0858 Passcode: 342812 
Dial-in Numbers: +1 647 374 4685 (Canada) 
or +1 301 715 8592 (US) 


26-Nov: ONA Niagara Falls Coin Club, Columbus Hall of Niagara 
Falls, 6990 Stanley Ave., Niagara Falls, ON L2G 7B7, 9-4, 
Admission $4 (under 16 free when accompanied by an adult), 


free parking. Contact: Robb McPherson, phone 519-577-7206, Clean 
email robb4640@outlook.com. The Niagara Falls Coin Club P 
(Canada) has not held a show or meeting since just before the Coin 


pandemic shutdown began. The ONA is helping the club to get Humour 
back on its feet and resume meetings, and hopefully go back to 

holding a show in 2024. In the meantime, the ONA is hosting 

this show expecting to attract members and new members Compare your 
back to the club. eartoa 

. ; er : king’s! 
03-Dec: Troyak Club’s 2023 Fall Mississauga Coin & Stamp 
Show, John Paul II Polish Cultural Centre, 4300 Cawthra Rd., 
Mississauga, ON L4Z 1V8, 9-4, Admission $5 (under age 16 
free when accompanied by an adult), free parking. Contact: Les 
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COIN COLLECTIONS I HAVE 
ACQUIRED (OR NOT) 


true but strange tales from Mike Hollingshead’s life in numismatics 


[Editor’s Note: In order to have Scott’s bi-monthly article and Mike’s bi-monthly column fall in opposite months, we are featuring Mike’s column this 
issue, to establish the new schedule in place. ] 


In the early-2000s | had a call from a nice lady living in an apartment tower in north-end 
Guelph, who said she had coins to sell, lots of silver dollars and various other coins. | grabbed 
nA Roll up all my available cash and went off to see her. Her health wasn't great, she had problems 
walking. When | sat down at her kitchen table, the silver dollars turned out to be bags and 
bags of nickel dollars. There was some silver quarters and halves there, and | explained to her 
the difference between the silver coinage and nickel and demonstrated how with a magnet 
she could easily tell them apart and suggesting that taking them to the bank was the only way to turn them into folding 
money. In total there were 500+ nickel dollars and | could see that it would be a hardship for her to lug them to her bank. 


After buying the useful numismatic material she had, | offered to pay her face value for the nickel dollars and drop them 
into my bank, which she readily agreed to. At home later, | rolled all the nickel dollars into paper coin tubes. Now being an 
honest person, | always write “MIKEY” on my rolls of coins so that if the bank finds that | have shorted a roll by one coin 
they can call me and I'll make good on the roll. | had an account at the local Credit Union and they took the rolls on 
deposit to my account. 


A few weeks later | bumped into Jack Hack, a Guelph guy who dabbled in coins and made some money packaging up 
“Year Sets” of modern circulating coins in the 1990s for people to give as birthday presents, Christmas gifts, etc. He was 
always buying rolls of nickel half-dollars from me because that was the one coin that was NOT circulating. He recounted 
how he was cursing me a few weeks ago and | asked what I'd done to warrant his displeasure. He said that his friend 
at the bank had called him to say that a guy had just dropped off rolls of silver dollars and that he had better come 
immediately if he hoped to scoop them before they were shipped off. He left his hot lunch on the table and drove like a 
madman to the bank with jitters thinking of the possible key dates he might find in the hoard or at least making 10 times 
face on the silver content. He said when his friend brought out the bag full of rolls and he saw my name on them, he told 
his friend that if there was anything of value there, “Mikey” would not have deposited the rolls. He opened one to show 
the bank employee, who now was wiser as to metal composition. To make matters even worse, in his excitement and rush 
to get into the bank he had also locked his car keys inside his car which forced him to call CAA before he could return to 
his now cold lunch. 


RCM minted Canadian dollars with a nickel metal composition 
1968-1986. 


Below is the year, metal composition, weight, diameter, and thickness. 


1968-1982 __|99.9% nickel 
1982 - 1986 [99% nickel (minimum) 
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SWCS Sept. 6%, 2023 —Meeting Report 


by Mike Hollingshead, SWCS 1st VP, Meeting photos by Peter Becker, SWCS Director 


We had 22 people out for our September 6 meeting, and this included welcoming two new members, Jason 
Gibbs and Amy Noble, to our numismatic family! We are so happy to have you both in our club! 


We are looking for folks to speak on a topic for our December 6 (last meeting of this year) and March 6 (first meet- 


ing of the new year) meetings (remember due to winter conditions, we don’t meet in January and February, but 


unlike many other clubs, we do meet in July and August). Please speak to Scott Douglas if you have a topic you 


would like to share at one or these meetings (or any other meeting date in 2024). 


Members’ Attendance Draw: As Ryan Zmija was absent, he lost out on $10; 
however, good news for folks coming out to our October meeting, as the pot is 
now at $15. You know the drill, to win all you have to do is show up! 


King Arthur's Treasure: The KAT is named for a former SWCS President, the late 
Art Stephenson. Easy to enter, 5 unwanted numismatic items or $1, but hey, enter 
as many times as you want! The big winner in September was Ray Zoethout! Ray 
seemed particularly happy with his win which looked to include almost $20 in 
cash as well as a variety of numismatic goodies totaling 150+ items equivalent! 
Congratulations to Ray and good luck to our next month’s participants. 


Daytona Draw: | got to say, | was pretty sure we'd see a gold coin winner in 
September. With the gold coin in play, a pile of silver envelopes, it was a sure 
thing to win something worthwhile, every envelope containing $40+ retail values! 
Our winner of the draw was Paul Thompson, whose envelope was put up for 
bidding and quickly soared to a final bid of $40 by Rose Van Sickle. Paul chose to —. . f 
stick with his envelope and was rewarded by a RCM silver 1981 Double Dollar set, Ray LSA sega eg eet 
1994 PL set, and a tasty year 2000 PL set, total value $44 at Colonial Acres Coins Jason Gibbs, and Scott Douglas. 
pricing. Congratulations, Paul and good luck to our participants in October; $2/ 

ticket gets you in the game, no limits! The GOLD and SILVER remain in play until 

won! 


> 


Photo by Peter Becker, clock- 


Educational Presentation Report by Scott Douglas: Our September presentation was titled Saint Eligius, the Life, 
the Times, and Ensuing Reverence. Our own Grand Knight and Chancellor of the Saint-Eligius Brotherhood of 
Numismatists of Canada (Knights of St. Eligius), Scott Douglas gave an in-depth history of the life of the Saint and 
the uptake of interest in Eligius throughout history to today. Scott augmented his talk with a "hands-on" display of 
some amazing medals he's come to possess to show the possibilities of medalists’ manufacturing. Thanks, Scott! 


Grand Knight 
Scott Douglas (left) and 
Chancellor Claude Proulx 


: | 
a 
4 
| 
i 


Induction ceremony for Scott E Douglas elevated from 
Knight to Grand Knight of the St. Eligius Brotherhood 
of Numismatists of CANADA. 
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SAINT ELIGIUS OF NOYON 


ELIGIUS 
Helfried Ehrend 
2000 


(575 Pages) 


Saint Eligius Brotherhood of Numismatists CANADA. 
Medal bestowed on a newly inducted Knight. 


Saint Eligius medal struck in Saint Eligius depicted on 
Paris by Louis Muller in 1957. a bronze medal originally 
This medal is bronze and 62mm struck in 1892 by Anton 
Medals struck by Scott Douglas in 1994. in diameter. Scharff. 
Note the incorrect anchored cross in the 


upper left medal and the corrected 
version in the lower left medal. 


ae 


This amazing medal was produced in bronze (532 grams) and 

sterling silver-plate (608 grams) in 1972 by Maurice Pouillard. This 123mm medal was cast in 1992 by Hugo Erich Maurer. 
In the field behind the figure of Eligius it states moneyer and The medal depicts the tools of the iron worker and the blacksmith. 

St. Eligius is the Patron Saint of all metal workers. 


minister under Dagobert, Bishop of Noyon. 
This 120mm medal was struck at the Paris mint. 
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I This is only a small sampling of what Scott shared, he also 
covered gold coins and medals, king thrones, golden saddle, 
and more. 


December 1st is a very special day for all St. Eligius Knights 
and other devotees. All Knights will be honoring the Feast-Day 
of St. Eligius, the Patron Saint of Numismatists on this 
day. This exclusive day is celebrated in many countries world- 
wide for this extraordinary man who rose from a mint master in 
France to become a priest then a most revered bishop. After 
This plaquette was made by Otto Peter Vorfeld in his death, the church declared Eligius a saint for his many acts 
1991. The scene is a depiction of Eligius as a of charity. 

blacksmith. Around the anchored cross it states; 

Wrought Iron Blacksmith Forger + 
Church Patron Eligi. 


Liberian Silver Leaf Coin-Certificate: Kathy Bolton shared an interesting piece of exonumia. Peter Becker took these pho- 
tos. The uncirculated $20 Silver Leaf Coin-Certificate obverse shows the Twin Towers (World Trade Center Towers were in 
use since 1973), and the reverse shows them missing. This 2008 certificate commemorates the 7* Anniversary of the 
plane-bombing of the Twin Towers on September 11%, 2001, in New York City, resulting in the death of 2,996 people. 
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WIC Towers 1 and 2 bombed by 
planes Sept. 11, 2001 [Photo: 
WikiCommons / WikiMedia / Public 
Domain] 
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This Leaf Coin-Certificate is produced by the private National Collector’s Mint, and made of 99.99% Pure Silver Leaf. It’s a 
commemorative of the World Trade Center Tragedy. Apparently this piece is Legal Tender in Liberia per the Government of 
Liberia. On the obverse, two crests on the left read “9” and on the right two crests read “11”. The banner across the top 
reads SEPTEMBER 11TH COIN-CERTIFICATE. A crest below the banner, just right of the Statue of Liberty read 2001— 
2008, and country of issue, LIBERIA. Below the upper banner to the right of the Towers is a serial number. The bottom 
banner reads IN MEMORY / TWENTY DOLLARS. NCM Director, Barry M. Goldwater, Jr., confirms the Coin-Certificate’s 
diameter is 21 inches, and the surface area is 46.1 sq. inches. The reverse has Liberia’s Coat of Arms in both upper 
corners, and in the bottom corners are crests with “20” in each one. The upper banner reads REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA. 
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Below the right upper crest is the signature of the NCM Director (Goldwater). The bottom banner reads the same as the 
obverse. 


Liberia was the first African republic to proclaim its independence and is Africa's first and oldest modern republic. Along 
with Ethiopia, it was one of the two African countries to maintain its sovereignty during the Scramble for Africa. 
During the Second World War, Liberia supported the United States war effort against Germany, and in turn received con- 
siderable American investment in infrastructure, which aided the country's wealth and development. It’s not surprising 
that Liberia would issue a commemorative in remembrance of the WTC 9-11 tragedy. 


National Collector’s Mint (NCM) is a nationally recognized coin and collectibles 
company located in Purchase, NY. Founded in 1994, the company has grown from 
a small two-person operation to a company of more than 50 people. Former U.S. 
Congressman Barry Morris Goldwater, Jr. and Angela Marie (“Bay”) Buchanan, the 
37 Treasurer of the United States, co-chair the NCM Board of Advisors and serve 
as spokespeople for the company. National Collector’s Mint is / has been a trusted 
licensee of General Motors Corporation, Ford Motor Company, ChryslerCorporation, 
-_and The Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation for coin and coin-related products. 


Coins Available: Thank you to Garry George for bringing in some rolls for 
distribution to SWCS members at Face Value. For September’s meeting he 
brought Battle of Vimy Ridge Memorial toonies, Armistice toonies, and 
colourized Poppy 25-cent pieces. Thank you to Mike Hollingshead for selling 
these coins at the same time as he sold draw tickets. 


Auction: Powerful bidding in September's auction. Most lots sold! Lots of bargains. Big » ey &) o 
thanks to runner Peter Becker, auctioneer Mike Hollingshead and Auction Chairman Lowell SD) Gh ex) (e) 
Wierstra. Huge thanks due to Judy Blackman, who donated the lots 31-40 and raised $57 NOW a CCEeTING 
for SWCS programs. Thank you, Judy, for your continued kindness to SWCS and your dedica- 
tion to the newsletter which contains a wealth of info to educate and stimulate interest in 
areas of numismatics that we might kindle some interest in. You can find the October .% 
auction line-up in this newsletter of similarly good items worth of bids. If you wish to consign . 
for future auction, please call Lowell Wierstra at 519-824-6534. 


CONSIGNMENTS! 


THANK YOU! WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS! Thanks again to Linda and Ernie Blair for provision of the coffee and snacks, 
Judy Blackman for her donation of Doritos and chips, which went over extremely well, and to John Q Smith for his donation 
of two clamshells of deluxe cookies! Thanks to our generous donors! Remember, all the refreshments and snacks, cook- 
ies, etc. are all provided free to our meeting attendees as part of our giving back to members. Thank you to all who helped 
with other areas of the meeting, and especially opening and setting up the room before the meeting, and cleaning and 
closing up after the meeting. 


SWCS Education Schedule 


It doesn’t need to be fancy, you can just come and speak and hold up items in reference to your topic. Please reach out to 
Scott and sign up for one of the open 2023 dates below: 


e October 4: Peter Becker will given an updated presentation on Collecting Centennial Medallions. slides have been 
added and Peter will have some material for display. 


e November 1: Dan Kennaley will speak on Fly-Fishing and Coin Collecting, which may include some photos from his 
personal fly-fishing trips. 
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e 2023-December 6 and 2023-March 6 (no meetings in January and February): Calling for volunteers to talk 
on a topic. With us unable to hold combined In Person / Zoom meetings, our access to the remote speakers 
we had during the pandemic, no longer exists. We need more members and guests to come forward. 


Bank News 


Citing high production costs and a decreasing collector market, the National Bank of Denmark has announced that 
it will no longer produce mint and proof sets for collectors after 2023. 


[CBE Press Release September 18, 2023] The Central Bank of Eswatini has issued a new 100 emalargeni bank- 
note and a new 200 emalargeni banknote, both with enhanced security features. See CBE poster below. 
The Kingdom of Eswatini and also known by its former official name Swaziland, is a landlocked country in Southern 
Africa. It is bordered by Mozambique to its northeast and South Africa to its north, west, south, and southeast. At 
no more than 200 km (120 mi) north to south and 130 km (81 mi) east to west, Eswatini is one of the smallest 
countries in Africa; despite this, its climate and topography are diverse, ranging from a cool and mountain- 
ous highveld to a hot and dry lowveld. 
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New Coin Discoveries 


Lost 'rainbow cup' coin minted by Celts 2,000 years ago discovered in Germany, go to this link for the story: https:// 
www.livescience.com/archaeology/lost-rainbow-cup-coin-minted-by-celts-2000-years-ago-discovered-in-germany. For a 
related story, also go to this link: https://www.livescience.com/celtic-gold-hoard-discovered-germany. 


Gold find of the century in Norway, go to this link for the story: https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/norway-man-metal- 
detector-makes-gold-find-century-rcna104020. 


Dentist makes gold coins, go to this link for the story: https://www.coinbooks.org/v26/esylum_v26n37a30.html. 


Where’s Mikey This Autumn? 


Don’t look for Mikey Hollingshead too hard this autumn, He’ll be here Ray 
for the first week of October, and then gone pretty much the rest of the 
month to Algarve, Portugal. Then he’s back for the first week of No- 
vember, and then gone to his second home in Cuba for the rest of that 
month. He has a packed family event schedule this year that'll keep 
him traveling. 


Today, the currency in Portugal, including the Algarve, is the euro. It 
was introduced in 2002. One euro is divided into 100 cents, and there 
are 7 euro banknotes: 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 200 and 500 euros. In ad- 
dition, there are 8 coins: 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 50 cents, as well as 1 
and 2 euro coins. But the area’s coinage has a storied history. 


Santa Maria Cathedral in Faro, Algarve. [Image 
Tourism Portugal.] 


It was a dominion of the Portuguese Crown and supposedly a kingdom apart from Portugal, though in fact the "Algarvian 
kingdom" had no institutions, special privileges, or autonomy. The Algarve was politically very similar to the rest of the 
Portuguese provinces, and "King of the Algarve" was just an honorific title, based on the Algarve's history as the last area 
of Portugal to be conquered from the Moors during the Portuguese Reconquista (fall of Al-Andalus)— 8 century until 
1492 — lasting nearly 800 years. 


Osonuba was a mint of Turdetania located in modern-day Faro, Algarve, Portugal. It may have been associated with the 
city of Ossonoba mentioned by Ptolemy. It minted bronze coins and lead tokens in the 1st century BC. 


The Phoenicians were some of the first settlers in the Algarve region, attracted by its mild climate and the abundance of 
natural resources in the area. These newly arrived Phoenicians quickly established trading posts along the Algarve Coast, 
where they wasted no time introducing olives, grapevines, and fig trees to the area. The Phoenicians were later followed 
by the Carthaginians, and then came the Romans, who conquered the region in the 24 century BCE. Under Roman 
rule, the Algarve region flourished as a bustling and profitable center of trade and agriculture. After the fall of the Roman 
Empire, the Algarve region was invaded by the Visigoths, and then the Moors. After conquering the Algarve, the Moors 
ruled the region for over 400 years, leaving their visible mark on this slice of Portugal heaven in the form of towering 
castles, imposing palaces, and strong fortifications - the remnants of which can still be seen today. 


The title King of Silves was first used by Sancho | of Portugal after the first conquest of the Algarvian city of Silves in 1189. 
At the time of his grandson, Afonso III of Portugal (1210 - 1279), the rest of the Algarve had finally been conquered, so 
"King of Portugal and the Algarve" then became a part of the titles and honours of the Portuguese Crown. 


In 1249, King Afonso III of Portugal reconquered the Algarve from the Moors, thus ushering in a new era of Portuguese 
rule. During the Age of Discoveries in the 15 and 16 centuries, many famous explorers hailed from Portugal's Algarve 
region, the most notable of which included Vasco da Gama (the first European to reach India by sea), Gil Eanes (the first 
explorer to overcome the fear of superstitions and sail past previously taboo locale of Cape Bojador), and Pedro Alvares 
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Cabral (said to be the European discoverer of Brazil). Needless to say, this was an exciting time of discovery and growth. In 
fact, the wealth generated by Portugal's colonies during this era helped to fund grandiose building projects in the Algarve, 
such as fortified towns like Silves and Faro, as well as lavish churches and monasteries. 


The Kingdom of the Algarve, after 1471, Kingdom of the Algarves, was a nominal kingdom within the Kingdom of Portugal, 
located in the southernmost region of continental Portugal, until the end of the monarchy in 1910. 


The arrival of the 20 century brought even more change to the Algarve region of Portugal, with tourism becoming an 
important game player in the industry beginning in the 1960s. Today, visitors from all over the world flock to enjoy the 
Algarve's sunny weather and stunning coastline, and many attractive beaches. And with its long history and rich culture 
dating back thousands of years, there's plenty to explore. Thanks to its diverse and rich history, the Algarve region 
of Portugal boasts a wide array of cultural treasures representing each distinct era - from ancient Roman ruins to tradi- 
tional Moorish architecture. The region also has some beautiful churches and cathedrals noted for their stunning architec- 
tural style and historical significance alone. 


Some coins associated with Algarve are shared here. Images are not to scale, they are enlarged so readers can see the 
details. This is just a small handful of the many historic coins of this area of the world! 


OSONUBA, As. 50 BC Faro (Algarve, 
Portugal). Obverse: nave to the left, 
Uncia, bronze, 2 g, 9OBC—40BC, ist reverse: two tuna to the left, in the The coin (which has been punched), 36 mm, 
century BC, Osonuba Mint. [Numista Middle legend OSVNBA FAB-1962 oh _ known as the “Portugués.” First coined by 
image.] 25.85 g.[VCOINS image.] King Manuel I, known as O Venturoso due to 
the impetus he gave to maritime explora- 
tions, the “Portugués” continued to be 
issued for 40 years, between 1498 and 
1538, during the reign of Joao III. The coin 
was produced in Lisbon with gold recovered 
by Vasco de Gama on his travels to Africa 
and India. [Image: London auctioneer 
Noonans.] 


Osonuba, PB, Quandrans, 50BC, Faro Gades, Hemidrachm, Osonuba 
Mint, (Algarve, Portugal), Obverse: ship Mint. [Tauler & Fau Auctions 
to right, reverse tuna. [VCOINS image.] image.] 


Alligator 920# and 60-90 Years Old 


A press release from Live Science on September 5, 2023, announced a 
Florida alligator weighing 920 pounds, measuring over 13 feet long, is the 
second heaviest ever to be caught in the State. The reptile is estimated by local 
scientists to be between 6O and 90 years old when hunters hauled it in on 
August 26th, 2023. U.S. Coast Guard Captain Kevin Brotz, a hunting guide 
from Florida Gator Hunting and Get Bit Outdoors, was with friends on a lake 
near Orlando when the noticed a huge alligator (Alligator mississippiensis) 
swimming away from them, he told Field and Stream. They spent around four 
hours battling with the alligator, and at one point it leapt 3 to 4 feet out of the 
water. The oldest known alligator to live in Florida has been recorded as 120- 
year-old Cassius pushing the limit of crocodile longevity — and he’s got years to 
come. So what is the coin with the largest alligator on it? 
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It appears (at this time) to be a 5-ounce Pure Silver 
(99.99%) Special-shape 100-Francs “The Crocodile—a 
wei Majestic Reptile” Ultra High Relief 70 mm coin with Antique 
CROCODILE Finish from the Republic of Burundi’s: Crocodile Protecting 
a ae Wildlife Series released this year (2023). Mintage just 799 

4 pcs. Despite having the strongest bite in the world, many 
crocodile species are on the list of endangered animals. 
This brand-new spectacular series honours them. 


Certificate of 4 


On September 20th, 2023, Cassidy Stroud, FRCNA, FONA, announced a new 
coin club is forming in Simcoe County. The Simcoe Currency Club will have its . 
inaugural meeting on Wednesday, October 4th at 7PM at the Essa Public Library— 
Thornton Branch, 34 Robert St, Thornton, ON LOL 2NO (located between Barrie 

and Cookstown off Hwy. 27). Membership forms will be available then. eS 


Unfortunately for SWCS members, this falls on the same date as our October 
meeting as we have been meeting many years on the first Wednesday of the 
month. Hopefully though, many other clubs have members who can travel to 
celebrate the launch of this new club. 


Cassidy lives in the Barrie area having relocated a few years ago from the Brant- _ 
ford area. She is the RCNA Youth Coordinator, ONA 1st VP, and the ONA Editorial 
Director. Cassidy has been wanting to start up a club in her home area for awhile, 
and now the dream is coming true! 


EVER WANTED TO BE PRESIDENT? 


Scott Douglas has led SWCS as President for far more years than an local numismatic club president serves on average. 
He would continue his role as Treasurer, but is looking for another SWCS member to take the wheel when his term ends 
June 30, 2024 (or sooner if you are willing to give it a go). Some executive members have already served as President at 
some point in time, even more than once. We are looking for somebody who hasn’t tried their hand in this role yet to come 
forward. Scott will teach you whatever you need to know, and he says it can be fun and filled with laughter. 


Please feel free to speak with Scott at an upcoming meeting! He’d be happy to answer any questions you may have! 


Also some other members have been holding the same roles / responsibilities for over a dozen years or more, and would 
like a break too. We really hope some other members step up and try their hand at something new! Don’t be scared, those 
with experience will help you get a good footing! 


BLOG HUMOUR 


[ASKTRIM.COM] 


= Always borrow money from a pessimist. They’ll never expect it back. 


=> My wife’s credit card got stolen the other day. | haven’t bothered reporting it, though, because the thief spends 
much less than my wife. 


= | won 3 million dollars in the lottery this weekend, so | decided to donate a quarter of it to charity. Now | have 
$2,999,999.75. 
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=> | saw a homeless guy on the street with a sign that said, “One day, this could be you.” | put my money back in 
my pocket, just in case he’s right. 


= __ The boy that used to bully me at school is still taking my lunch money. On the plus side, he makes great 
Subway sandwiches. 


=> __ After years of putting money into a savings account, a wife tells her stay-at-home husband the good news: 
“Honey, we’ve finally got enough money to buy what we started saving for in 1979.” Her husband blushes 
with giddy excitement. “You mean a brand-new Cadillac?” he asks. “No,” says the wife, “a 1979 Cadillac.” 


> Little Johnny is always teased by the other boys at school for being stupid. Whenever they make fun of 
Johnny, the other boys will offer him a nickel or a dime, and Johnny always takes the nickel. One day, after 
Johnny takes a nickel, Johnny’s friend, Billy, pulls him aside and asks, “Johnny, don’t you know by now that a 
dime is worth more than a nickel, even though the nickel is bigger?” A smile slowly comes over Johnny’s face. 
“Well,” he says, “they’d stop doing it if | took the dime, and so far I’ve made 20 bucks!” 


=> Aman who needs legal help goes to a lawyer’s office. After being escorted inside, he sits across the desk 
from the lawyer. The man needs legal help, but he wants to make sure he can afford it first. “Can you tell me 
how much you charge?” he asks. “Of course,” the lawyer replies, “I charge $800 to answer three questions.” 
“Don’t you think that’s an awful lot of money to answer three questions?” “Yes it is”, answers the lawyer, 
“What’s your third question?” 


=> One day a man went to an auction. When an exotic parrot went on the auction block, the man decided he 
was going to buy it, no matter what. He wanted the bird so badly, he didn’t think twice about the anonymous 
bidder who was outbidding him-he just kept bidding, and getting outbid, and bidding higher and higher until 
he finally won the bird at a price that anyone would call a rip-off. Despite his disappointment about the price, 
the beautiful bird was his at last! As he was paying for the parrot, he said to the auctioneer, “I sure hope this 
parrot can talk. | would hate to have paid so much for it, only to discover that he can’t speak!” “Oh, don’t you 
worry,” said the Auctioneer. “He’s a talker. Who do you think kept bidding against you?” 


=  Awoman and a lawyer are sitting next to each other on a long train ride. The woman, who is tired after a long 
day of work, just wants to take a nap. She closes her eyes and tries to relax, but before she can fall asleep, 
the lawyer turns to her and asks if she wants to play a fun game. The woman politely declines, but the lawyer 
insists. “Oh, it’s a really fun game!” he says. “And it’s so easy to learn! I'll ask you a question. If you don’t 
know the answer, you pay me five dollars. And then you'll get to do the same to me.” The woman opens her 
eyes just long enough to calmly shake her head before she sinks back into her seat. But the lawyer would not 
take no for an answer. “Okay, fine. | have an even better game for you. If | ask a question and you don’t know 
the answer, you'll give me five dollars, but if you ask a question and | don’t know the answer, I'll give you 500 
dollars.” Figuring the lawyer will just keep on blabbering if she says no, the woman agrees to play the game. 
The lawyer starts: “What’s the distance between the earth and the moon?” he asks. The woman simply 
responds by reaching into her wallet and handing the lawyer five dollars. The lawyer then invites her to ask 
him a question. “What goes up a hill with three legs and comes down with four legs?” asks the woman. The 
lawyer is stumped, so he pulls out his smartphone and tries to look up the answer. After finding nothing on 
his first search, he texts three of his lawyer friends to ask if they know the answer, but none of them has a 
clue as to what it could be. After an hour of scouring every corner of the internet to no avail, he wakes up the 
woman and tells her he gives up. He hands her five crisp $100 bills, and the woman thanks him. She realizes 
her stop is up next, so she gets out of her seat and starts to head for the exit. Before she can get in the aisle, 
though, the lawyer stops her and asks, “Well, what’s the answer?” The woman doesn’t respond. Instead, she 
reaches into her wallet and hands the lawyer another five dollar bill before exiting the train. 
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SWCS AUCTION LIST FOR OCTOBER 4, 2023 
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Coins for auction call Lowell Wierstra @ 519-824-6534 
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